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RENEWABLE HYDROGEN INDUSTRY 

Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [2.04 pm]: 
The McGowan government’s effort to drive a job-creating, Western Australian renewable hydrogen industry is 
beginning to bear fruit. Last week, Yara Pilbara Fertilisers and ENGIE Energy Services signed a collaboration 
agreement for a feasibility study into green hydrogen and green ammonia production in the Pilbara. The companies 
will invest $3 million into a study to develop a project converting Yara’s existing ammonia plant in the Pilbara, which 
relies on natural gas, to renewable hydrogen, thereby creating renewable ammonia fertiliser, giving new meaning 
to “greening the planet”. Reducing the costs associated with producing, storing, transporting and deploying 
hydrogen is crucial. Integrated projects like the green hydrogen plant at Yara Pilbara will allow for a real-world, 
real-time analysis of costs and processes. The agreement marks an exciting step towards the establishment of 
a green hydrogen industry in Western Australia. If the project is successful and scales up to a fully commercial 
renewable operation, this could represent a potential investment in Western Australia of several billion dollars. 

A German delegation of industry leaders and research organisations is in Western Australia this week to 
examine opportunities for renewable hydrogen and lithium. Members of the McGowan government’s 
Renewable Hydrogen Council and I met the delegation last night, providing a real understanding of 
Western Australia’s strong competitive advantage in renewable hydrogen. The delegation is heading to the 
Pilbara today to meet with a range of companies active in this space, including Woodside and Yara. Everyone 
is very engaged with the possibilities for international partnerships in this space. This progress comes on the 
back of the McGowan government’s major push to drive a Western Australian green hydrogen industry, which 
kicked off last year with the Western Australian renewable hydrogen conference. In the coming months, the 
McGowan government’s Renewable Hydrogen Council will make its recommendations to the state government 
on strategies to drive a local hydrogen industry. 
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